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materials have been selected and arranged for this definite purpose. It 
is very doubtful whether this field can be generalized in such daring 
fashion, at least until more monographic work has been done. The 
volume fairly bristles with asseverations. Since so much depends upon 
the meaning of democracy it is unfortunate that the author could not 
have presented his conception in clearer terms. He appears throughout 
to be laboring to prove the impossibility of an abstraction. References 
to the American party system are few, generally misleading, and should 
have been omitted. (See pp. 97, 179-80, 310-13.) The translation is 
written in a labored style. The book is overburdened with footnotes; 
and the index is quite inadequate, containing references to names of 
persons only. 

Notwithstanding serious defects, the volume contains much that 
is useful. Scattered through it are illuminating bits of evidence with 
reference to such topics as the part taken by Jews in the progress of 
socialist and revolutionary parties (see pp. 258-63), the growth of national 
particularism in socialist parties at the expense of internationalism (see 
pp. 191-96), and the conduct of German socialists during the present 
war (e.g., see pp. 44, 53-55, 137, 157, 224, 226, 393-99). Its truly sig- 
nificant contribution to the literature of the subject, however, lies in its 
searching criticism of the organization and control of so-called democratic 
parties. How far we are from anything like democratic participation 
and control is made painfully clear. 

Edwin D. Dickinson 



Outline of International Law. By Arnold Bennett Hall. 
Chicago: LaSalle Extension University, 1915. Pp. v-f-255. 

This book is a short but comprehensive statement of the main under- 
lying principles of international law. It is non-technical, and conse- 
quently may be enjoyed by any reader. 

Nearly everybody is interested in some phase or other of the present 
European conflict, and particularly in the rules which govern belligerents, 
the rights of neutrals on belligerent vessels, and the invasion of neutral 
territory. This book is so written and so well indexed that the general 
reader can glean a large fund of valuable information in a minimum of 
time on these topics as well as on many other interesting phases of inter- 
national relations. 

Concerning some of the methods of warfare the writer says, "To 
employ poison or poisoned arms, to kill or wound by treachery, to employ 
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arms, projectiles, and substances which are calculated to cause unneces- 
sary pain, are all prohibited." And concerning the duties of neutrals 
he says, "There is a clear responsibility and duty on the part of the 
neutral to see that his territory is not made use of to the injury of the 
belligerent, which duty must be exercised with due care and diligence." 
Absolute and conditional contraband are defined as follows: "The first 
consists in articles which by their nature are primarily and ordinarily 
destined for use in war, such as arms, ammunition, military and naval 
equipment. Conditional contraband consists of those articles which, by 
their character, are not ordinarily for use in war, but which, under certain 
circumstances, may become needful for the prosecution of war. Horses, 
provisions, and coal are instances of this class." 

Some of the chapter headings give a first-rate conception of the con- 
tents. They are as follows: "Independence and Equality of States"; 
"Relations between States in Peace"; "War"; "Neutrality." The 
Hague Conference, together with the Declaration of London, have been 
added in the appendixes. Appendix 9 is of great interest. It is a table 
of signatures, ratifications, adherences, and reservations to The Hague 
Conference of 1907. There is also a table of dates in the present war, 
which shows when diplomatic relations were severed, when war was 
declared, etc. 

The book is full of interesting information put in such simple form 
as to be clear and understandable. It fills a real present need, gives 
much light on the legal side of current war events, and at the same time 
it is dignified and scholarly. 

Ward W. Pierson 

University of Pennsylvania 



Government and Politics of the German Empire. By Fritz-Konrad 
Krxjger. Yonkers-on-Hudson: World Book Co., 1915. 
Pp. 340. 

This book is the first of a series of "Handbooks of Modern Govern- 
ment" planned to meet the demands of American college classes and to 
extend our too provincial interest to problems of government the world 
over. Dr. Kriiger has had predecessors among us in the German field, 
men of the caliber of Howard, Burgess, and Lowell. Without doubt he 
has succeeded better than they in meeting the specific classroom demand. 
Besides his book is brought up to date and associates with purely gov- 
ernmental matter a considerable amount of current political history. 



